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THE WITCHES HAMMER 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Amber Pictures presents a 35mm action-horror feature film, ‘The Witches 

Hammer,’ starring Stephanie Beacham, Claudia Coulter and Jonathan Sidgwick.  

Shot entirely on location in Hampshire UK in 2004, the film has just been 

completed in April 2006.  Final Dolby Surround Sound mix will be completed in 

time for the Cannes Premiere: Gray 4, May 22, 1:30pm. 

An epic fantasy tale of demons, vampires and witches from director James Eaves, 

with stunning martial arts choreography from UK Premier instructor Kris Tanaka 

and computer generated effects from Dark Raven Digital. 

SYNOPSIS 

 

Rebecca is brought back from the brink of death by top secret agency 'Project 

571'. She is trained as a lethal assassin and sent on missions to kill that which 

she has become, a vampire. 

When Project 571 is destroyed by a gang of vampires, Rebecca is thrown into a 

quest for an ancient book powerful enough to raise the dead. Rebecca joins two 

priests on a journey to kill the master vampire Hugo Renoir before he can unleash 

the grotesque souls of the damned into our dimension. If Hugo is allowed to 

perform the ancient ceremony the earth shall forever pass into the realm of 

darkness. 

Along the way Rebecca must utilise her training to face Vampires, Demons and 

Witches all vying for the book and its awesome power. 

ABOUT THE CAST 

 

Stephanie Beacham as ‘Madeline’ 

Stephanie is most famous for her part as 'Sable Colby' in the US hit television 

series 'The Colby's' with Charlton Heston. Stephanie also starred in 'The 

Nightcomers' alongside screen legend Marlon Brando, the science fiction horror 

'Inseminoid (AKA Horror Planet)' and the Hammer Horror 'Dracula AD72' opposite 

‘Christopher Lee’ and ‘Peter Cushing’.  A regular face on British television 

Stephanie can currently be seen in ITV's prime time prison drama 'Bad Girls'. 

Claudia Coulter as ‘Rebecca’ 

International Model Claudia Coulter has recently appeared as guest lead in the hit 

ITV drama 'Rosemary & Thyme' and in the 'Oasis' music video 'Lyla'. As well as 

acting, Claudia has featured in international advertising campaigns and television 

commercials. 

Jonathan Sidgwick as ‘Edward’ 

Jonathan has appeared in the short film 'Cargo' starring alongside Daniela 

Nardini, in the horror feature 'Hellbreeder' and recently a guest role in ITV's 

flagship soap opera 'Coronation Street'. Last year Jonathan appeared in the 

theatre production of Steven Berkoff's 'Messiah - Scenes from a Crucifixion' in 

London's West End starring and directed by Steven Berkoff. 

Sally Reeve as ‘Charlotte Apone’ 

Described by Time Out as a "voluptuous comedy blonde" Sally is a versatile 

character actress, her most recent theatre work includes "Kebab Shags" at the 

Bristol Old Vic and a series of readings at the Orange Tree Theatre in Richmond 
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directed by Joyce Branagh. Sally also featured in Ben Elton's feature film "Maybe 

Baby". 

ABOUT THE CREW 

Writer, Director, Producer: James Eaves 

James Eaves has written, produced and directed two features, the first 

'Sanitarium', a chilling medical horror film starring famed paranormal psychic ‘Uri 

Geller’. Sanitarium has been released in Europe and the US/Canada. The second 

is 'Hellbreeder' starring critically acclaimed French actor Dominique Pinon 

(Amelie, Alien Resurrection) and Darren Day (UK Musical Star), Hellbreeder has 

been released in all major territories.  

Producer: Laura Tennant 

Before producing 'The Witches Hammer' Laura Tennant was the production 

assistant and stills photographer on S16mm feature 'Hellbreeder' starring 

'Dominique Pinon'. Laura set up Amber Pictures with James Eaves to produce 

their first 35mm feature 'The Witches Hammer'. In addition to producing Laura is 

also  

Director of Photography: John Raggett 

An accomplished camera operator and lighting director, John Raggett has taken 

D.O.P duties on ‘Sanitarium’ and ‘Hellbreeder’ and recently shot 35mm feature 

‘Darkhunters’ starring Jeff Fahey (‘The Lawnmower Man’ ‘Body Parts’). 

Fight Choreography: Kris Tanaka 

Amber Pictures draws on the skills of the South of England's premiere martial 

artist ‘Kris Tanaka’ (level of Godan - Fifth Degree Black Belt). Kris is trained in the 

art of 'Goshinjutsu' and draws on his 27 years of combat experience to bring to 

the screen Jujutsu, Kung Fu, Aiki Jutsu, Aikido, Kempo, Karate and other lesser-

known martial arts. 

Computer Generated Effects (CGI): Dark Raven Digital 

Amber Pictures worked closely with UK effects company Dark Raven Digital to 

create the numerous computer-generated effects in the film. Using the latest 

technologies Dark Raven Digital has created high quality special effects to bring 

the world of ‘The Witches Hammer’ to life. 

PRESS QUOTES: 

‘Vampires, zombies, guns, samurai swords and Stephanie Beacham – what more 

could you want?’ Eat My Brains.com 

‘…thanks to the work of ambitious independent production house Amber Pictures, 

the horror genre gets a kick up the butt, Brit-kicking style, as a beautiful female 

vampire is forced to fight for the sake of mankind’ Impact Magazine 

‘The Witches Hammer looks set to deliver some crisp martial arts action, as well 

as some nice sword play and weapons work – there’s a Guns & Ammo dream shot 

of Rebecca using a Predator styled, hand held, helicopter mini gun to deliver 

several thousand rounds of pain to the legions of the dead’ Impact Magazine 

AWARDS 

‘The Witches Hammer’ is in the official selection for the 2006 Swansea Bay Film 

Festival, due to take place in June 2006. 
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CREDITS 

Rebecca: Claudia Coulter 

Edward: Jonathan Sidgwick 

Hugo Renior: Tom Dover 

Charlotte Apone: Sally Reeve 

Oscar: Jason Tompkins 

Victor: Miguel Ruz 

Kitanya: Magda Rodriguez 

Nana: Beryl Nesbitt 

Masked Man: Sam Smith 

Le Cardinale: Harold Gasnier 

and Stephanie Beacham as ‘Madeline’ 

Costume Designer: Andrew Joslin 

Make-up Supervisor: Helen Chambers 

Production Designer: Kristin Allin 

Photographed by: John Raggett 

Fight Choreography: Kris Tanaka 

Post-Production Sound Designer: Glen Yard 

Visual Effects by: Dark Raven Digital 

Special Effects Supervisor: Arif Majothi  

Original Score by: Mark Conrad Chambers 

Edited by: James Eaves 

Executive Producer: Jim Roberts 

Associate Producer: Steven Barnes 

Produced by: Laura Tennant & James Eaves 

Written and Directed by: James Eaves 

 




